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“The use of terms like immanent and transcendent
oﬁqn serve to obfuscate the problem: God clearly is
not as much of this world as the term immanent would
suggest, nor is He as out of the world as the term
transcendent might indicate... I believe that many of
these pitfalls could be avoided if we remythologized
our theology rather than demythologized it” (Muffs,
Personhood, p. 3, 193).
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“It has been recognized by at least some scholars that many early Christians, and not only 8
the simpliciores, believed God to be corporeal (materially embodied) or anthropomorphic
(humanlike in form), as some biblical narratives portray him [...] All of this stands in
stark contrast with that Christian theology which developed, primarily under the influence
of Platonism, a nonanthropomorphic and incorporeal conception of God that has come to
dominate all subsequent theology and philosophy. It is difficult for moderns to transcend these
subsequent norms and recognize among early Christians some quite different theological
conceptions, or to do so without dismissing them as crude and primitive notions and, hence,
as isolated aberrations” (Griffen and Paulsen, p. 97)
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Let us now seek to ascertain what superstitions or primitive beliefs were connected
with the Holy of Holies and especially with the offering brought there on the Day of
Atonement, beliefs which no doubt lingered on in the popular mind a long time after the
teachers and the enlightened people had outgrown them, and allusions to which may still
be found in the Talmudic legends. A knowledge of these primitive notions or popular
beliefs, connected with the Holy of Holies, may help us to understand” etc. (p. 182); “The
Rabbis often sought to suppress or modify these primitive beliefs, or at least to remove
from them the crude anthropomorphic elements, but they were not always successful” (p.
183)(; “one can hardly believe that a teacher like R. Abbahu could have seriously given
expression to such a crude, anthropomorphic, almost blasphemous, idea about God™ (p.
189, n. 16); “Possibly the answer of Abbahu is not to be taken literally” (p. 190, n. 16); “I
have discussed these Talmudic legends at length, in order to show how all of them clearly
point to, if they do not expressly state, the primitive belief about the visibl\‘prescnce of
the Deity in the Holy of Holies, entertained by the people even during the time of the
second Temple. Of course, the enlightened teachers sought to suppress or at least modify
these primitive notions, but they did not succeed in entirely removing them from the
popular mind; hence we find allusions to these superstitions even in the later Aggadic
expressions of the Talmud” (p. 194); “According to the primitive notions held by them,
the entrance of the High Priest into the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement was not
only a great privilege, offering the rare opportunity of catching a glimpse of the Deity, but
was also fraught with great dangers” (pp. 195-196); “Pharisaic rejection of these popular
beliefs involved also a rejection or a forced interpretation of many Biblical passages which
speak in anthropomorphic terms of the presence of God in the Temple or in the Holy of
Holies upon the Ark-cover. They therefore sought rather to suppress these superstitious
notions... That their apprehensions were not unfounded has been proved by the subsequent
development. Not all the Rabbis in later generations could rise to the lofty heights of the
early Pharisaic teachers. The superstitious beliefs and primitive notions, which the early
teachers sought to fight and suppress, survived among the Jewish people; and echoes of
them are found in Rabbinic literature. And while the later Rabbis of the Talmud, when
speaking about God in the terms of these ancient primitive beliefs, use these terms only
figuratively and in an allegorical sense, yet thére were some people in Talmudic and in
post-Talmudic times who took them quite literally. The priestly superstitions have not yet
died out entirely even among the Jews (pp. 204-205).
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“[...] contextual and direct evidence in Augustine that would indicate fourth-century Christians 10
did indeed believe God to be both corporeal and anthropomorphic in bodily form [...] tl}e
young Augustine was himself a corporealist and knew Christians who believed God to be
anthropomorphic, and that this latter belief was a critical impediment to his acceptance of
Christianity” (Griffin and Paulsen p. 96); “{Constantine complained that] ‘Carnal and childish’
_Christians err concerning anthropomorphic language in scripture, understanding it literally
instead of allegorically” (idem., p. 110)
“As regards Anthropomorphism Saadia is in full harmony with rabbinical :an3 3m2%>2 "y 11
Judaism when he maintains that the corporeality of God is contrary both to reason and
Scripture — at least in so far as tradition would have it [...] Despite the high esteem enjoyed
by Maimonides among the great body of Jews, he was unable to achieve any success with
his ‘intellectualization’ of the notion of God. Only one of his teachings — that of the
incorporeality of God — found favor in the eyes of his coreligionists, was accepted in all
sincerity, and was even adopted in the ritual of the Synagogue; a proof that in this doctrine he
had caught the true spirit of Judaism”
“Only on the occasions when we are free from philosophic) 281—280 '»ny ,pvyIp nRY 12
0y 1IN AR 0w Y (influences can we sense the authentic rabbinic experience of God™
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Traditionally, rabbinic anthropomorphisms have been discussed mainly with a view to
ascertaining the degree to which they reflect the Rabbis’ beliefs about God’s nature. Did
the Rabbis believe that God has an actual human form, and that He is subject to human
feelings and emotions, as these passages seem to indicate? Or are these statements to
be understood nonliterally, figuratively, precisely because it is assumed as axiomatic that
the Rabbis could never have believed that God actually possesses a human, let alpne a
corporeal, form?
(156 'DY) N3, 7T MY IDXY 3BT YW NyTY WK
[...] one cannot help but suspect that rabbinic anthropomorphisms may not have been
intended to be taken as unequivocal and unambiguous sources for a belief among the
Rabbis in God's literal corporeality.
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Since the second part of this mishnah lists three beliefs the denial of which excludes
someone from the World to Come, it may be asked whether the affirmation of these
beliefs is required in order to have a part in it. More generally, it may be asked whether
this mishnah can be used as a source for determining the fundamental beliefs of Jewish
tradition. Upon the simplest interpretation the answer to these questions seems t0 be:
no. The mishnah, according to this interpretation, opens by affirming that all Israelites
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have a share in the World to Come, without specifying any conditions — be they of Ty oRan XY 1R7ann A1 PRIZTAR 7Y N0 RN M0 NI 121 Ry T
practice or belief — which are required for being considered an Israelite and, hence, for JK7 07 79 ,DAIDD2 MNIRT ORI MK 83WnIY DK 2 n"n‘?rl{n n.;.m: m-n'on ;:‘:1 20
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With this classification in mind, it can be said that the first group of the “thirteen
principles,” that containing propositions about God, is speculative in intent, Addressed
to philosophers and masses alike, these principles have as their function to convey true
knowledge about God. This knowledge, to be sure, is set down only in the form of final
conclusions and philosophers can find demonstrations for its truth, but the masses, no less
than the philosophers, are expected to know the content of these propositions.
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“The ‘Enlighteners’ of all religions consider all :140—139 ‘'my ,p2vpan anwwna 69
Anthropomorphisms and Anthropopathisms blasphemous to God [...] philosophers, scientists,
and rationalistically orientated religious thinkers have poured much scorn on man viewing God
from his human aspect, bringing Him down to earth {...] The masses of believers, on the other
hand, have not been disturbed by Anthropomorphisms. They have even fought desperately to
-preserve them, according to the state of their religious and general development”

“Talmudists read Maimonides’ words, and because of the context, :an2 (31 'ny) WY 70
vocabulary, and style think that they are reading a wholly traditional text, totally
unobjectionable, and fully consistent with conventional religion as popularly understood.
The more philosophically aware audience reads the same passage and finds in it statements
.consistent with some of the more daring Maimonidean theses”
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Abraham ben David probably intended to suggest that the French Jews, with their belief
in the literal meaning of Bible and Talmud, were led to anthropomorphic views by the
fantastic descriptions which some of the Haggadot give of God and His actions. Compare,
for instance, the remark (Sanh. 98) that the Almighty will shear off the beard of the king of
Assyria, or the passage (Ket. 7b) where the Biblical expression onYx nb¥ (image of God)
is enlarged to W™3an mnT oY¥ (the image of the likeness of His form); for according to
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the father of the king, my lord, was the very image of Bél, and the king, my
. lord, is likewise the very image of Bél
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Siptum Sipat ‘Marduk asipu sa-lam "Marduk

the conjuration (recited) is the conjuration of Marduk, the conjurer is the very

} image of Marduk
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Well d'irected are men, the cattle of the god. He made heaven and earth
according to their desire, and he repelled the water-monster! He made th
bfeatth of life (for) their nostrils. They who have issued fror;l his bod are
his images. He arises in heaven according to their desire. He made for Zhenf
plants, animals, fowl, and fish to feed them.
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Moses does not argue here that God has no visible form. Other passages
in the Bible show that God was thought to have a visual aspect. 1t was
believed to normally be dangerous for humans to see God, but Moses, Aaron,
and the elders of Israel were allowed to do so, and they were unharmed.
Although Deuteronomy avoids physical descriptions of God, the belief that
He has no physical form developed only in postbiblical times, especially in

the philosophical literature of the Middle Ages.

0°737 9DOW P°On XI7 R IR ¥ 0727 5D 139 NP NXon AW YT Y3X
=07Dn 0"127 DY DAY DOAN R MW TN M annn YXY ww TrYIN DR AT
105 5 DD-"MIARA PHIRM MRYIND 73N YT ATLI RYR ,Wnn 1DI07'D
072am7 YW nTon » PAD YW NINWI INRIAIW K23 DR mwyY RIBR IR
X121 NI 0”737 7503 bRw arown awn 11Ty 55 oYy .JUWDAT AWM NMAN]
7337 R 0720 TR NYDILIYIDA NYTIRYI 1 DRI T 0370 YW 150w
DAY FIRWI L0919 A2 57T MDD WY MR 5D IR KD VIR P
nuwWwYy ¥yron ']DD5 THY WK ,1RYY "D N3N LXIPRT ID0 IRWA M Mvrav
OMBIIMIDIINIR DMINTTH DDA NPRINNA T o1 01‘7[)]'1?{ DN R L,E7A
DPHIINA YW AT AW IR 3D VIR D°RAM 197 anTn ,0YIR LBNIR DTERDT
mYY5-1PIIA0 W AR DAY MUY WY eI he TRYY INY PR
18 nbY%1 NNAWNN TV XN .1;53:1 nry Yw
uniqueness, of Jehovah is the truth which absorbs the prophet’s mind. *Similitude’ (d miith)
must therefore not be taken in the sense of ‘image’ (as in 2 Kings xvi, 10), but in that of
.‘comparable object’”
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“a different kind of response, one that is more philosophical and abstract, :224 ‘nYy 105
_characteristic of literate forms of thought”
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the issue to the early Aramaic translators, assuming that they avoided all expressions of
:(177 'BY) D201 ,anthropomorphism”
The long repeated generalization that the targumim avoid or tone down all biblical
anthropomorphisms, is nio longer acceptable. In fact, the targumim in their present textual
state are highly inconsistent on this matter, and the frequency of anti-anthropomorphisms
is much smaller than has hitherto been asserted. By systematically comparing certain
supposed anti-anthropomorphisms to their counter-parts, in a non-divine context, we
have shown that they are common idiomatic and translational phenomena, and not
related at all to theology or philosophy. Finally, it would seem that a goodly number of
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“*Incorporeality’ is merely the expression in philosophic terminology of what is : (96 'nY ,2
implied in the scriptural doctrine of the unlikeness of God to other beings. This doctrine is
Lw 1T T OM2T TY ITNRY Wi repeatedly stated in scripture in a variety of ways”
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«¢To what then can ye liken God? and what similitude can ye place beside : "Y1 D3N PY 102
him?’ What similitude. . .] The prophet might at first sight be supposed to deprecate idolatry.
But it does not appear that the Jews addressed in these chapters made images of Jehovah,
and the parallel passages v. 25 and xlvi. 5 seem to show that the incomparableness, the
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A very instructive example of this observation is offered in the controversy
between R. Ishmael and R. Akiba on Exod. xx. 23, *nX 13wyn XY. The former
refers "NR to the image and likeness of the ministering angels, Serafim, and
Ofanim that are in heaven. R. Akiba, however, translates ‘do not make Me,

or of Me, a likeness, as the heathen make images of their gods’.
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anti-anthropomorphisms in MS Neofiti 1 are of secondary origin, and do not belong to
the original compositional strand of that text.
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BASILICA [...] a building which served as a court of law and an exchange, or place
of meeting for merchants and men of business. The two uses are so mixed up together
that it is not always easy to say which was the principal. Thus the basilica at Fanum,
of which Vitruvius himself was the architect, was entirely devoted to business, and the
courts were held in a small building attached to it, — the temple of Augustus. The
term is derived, according to Philander (Comment. in Vitruv.), from basilew/j, a king, «
in reference to early times, when the chief magistrate administered the laws he made;
but it is more immediately adopted from the Greeks of Athens, whose second archon
was styled arxwn basileuj, and the tribunal where he adjudicated stoa basileioj (Paus.
i.3 §1; Demosth. c. Aristogeit. p. 776), the substantive aula or porticus in Latin being
omitted for convenience. The Greek writers who speak of the Roman basilicae, call them
sometimes stoai basilikai, and sometimes merely stoai.
The name alone would make it highly probable that the Romans were indebted to the
Greeks for the idea of the building, which was probably borrowed from the stoa basileioj
at Athens. In its original form it may be described as an insulated portico, detached from
the agora or forum, for the more convenient transaction of business, which formerly took
place in the porticoes of the agora itself; in fact, a sort of agora in miniature. The court of
the Hellanodicae, in the old curia of Elis, was exactly of the form of a basilica. {Agora]
(Wm Smith, A Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities, London, 1875, pp. 198-200).
Roman basilicas served places for public gatherings: law courts, financial centers, army
drill halls, reception rooms in imperial palaces (A.S. Farber, http://employees.oneonta.
edu/farberas/arth/arth212/early_christian_basilica.html).
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If we were to have to understand what is said in the Christian source in light of the
text of the Hebrew Bible that underlies it, we would explain that the later source rests
upon a mystical midrash on Jacob’s dream. Such a midrash, describing the Son of Man
as a mythical heavenly figure, secems possible in the special mystic atmosphere of the
Gospel of John, but very strange and improper in the context of rabbinic midrashim as
we know them. Yet it seems to me that the original saying known to us from Genesis
Rabbah should be explained by that same daring and mystical interpretation, although
it is doubtful whether those who transmitted the tradition recorded in Genesis Rabbah
understood its full meaning,
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But one manuscript (Montefiore H.116) records a variant: “the form of Jacob
our father upon it from above.” When we read Ezekiel 1:26, we normally
assume that “the appearance of a human being” is sitting on the throne. But
it is just as possible to understand the Hebrew to mean that it is engraved
on the throne. Both Palestinian and Babylonian rabbinic sources (Gen. R.
68:12, ed. 788 [...]; BT Hull. 91b) speak of Jacob’s image as being engraved
on God’s throne [...], but do not give any satisfactory exegetical basis for
it. This Tosefta suggests that the idea derives from an anti-anthropomorphic
interpretation of Ezekiel 1:26, developed in the synagogue. Of course, we
still do not know why the “form” is identified as Jacob’s; this is probably
connected with the belief that a celestial embodiment of Israel (= J@ﬁob) is

perpetually in God’s sight [...]
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He who expresses anger to any person without provocation will reap angfer
in the great judgment. He who spits on any person’s face, msultl.ngly, will
reap the same at the LORD’S great judgment.
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Enoch! Don’t be frightened! Stand up, and stand in front of qu face forever. And
Michael, the LORD’S archistratig, lifted me up and brought me n fr‘ont of the flac':e 9f
the LORD. And the LORD said to his servants, sounding them. out, “Let Enoch J_om in
and stand in front of my face forever!” And the LORD’S glorious onles did obeisance
and said, “Let Enoch yield’ in accordance with your word, O LORD! And the‘ LORP
said to Michael, “Go, and extract Enoch from his earthly clothing. And a'nomt hu'r(x1 vx./xﬂ;
my delightful oil, and put him into the clothes of my glory.” And so Michael did, jus
as the LORD had said to him. He anointed me and he clothe§ mf’,. And the appearanf:e
of that oil is greater than the greatest light, and its. ointment is like sweet dew, a;x;d 1t§
fragrance rhyrrh; and it is like the rays of the glittering sun. And 1 looked a: rrg:: ) a:e
I had become like one of his glorious ones, and there wa:s(rzxzso}):;;v:aizmlTle;;nnx..f o
The text says that after this procedure Enoch had become l'ike one of ’the gloll'if)us one.s,
and there was no observable difference. This phrase descnbc's Enoct‘l .s tr:‘msmon to his
new celestial identity as ‘one of the glorious ones’. During this transition \'n the front of
the Lord’s face Enoch’s own ‘face’ has been radically altered and the patriarch has nc.)w
nieard » newr olarions ‘visage’ which reflects the luminosity of the Lord’s Panim.

TTID AT RDW 132

51 ,PoenaY MPbua ORI, PRTIRIY 777203 WEY DR FRYDY? 1 3L
YADY WWN P W A7YnY I3 MR IRY TR IUID3 WNbn owh
wow oT Y33 13 NINWH TIPW FRYDW® K 0K :17 KT, RODT PRMIE3 12

205 3377 23R 97K 277D 9N0YPY APTTY PIND TV 1Y

v by, neehn ’9YY 1DV XYY wNDR 1I9TRY MIMpRR IRW 1717 1PYI0 AT DR
Y373 [0 YRYRWT PIDRI RUTIN X MIAA [PYIN OV 1PA7 (0T IIRD NP
OnaY PRI OTR YW DY NR 0'nYAn DOW TIND ,8NYRY D' NYaW 3
206 pbwyy P2 1D NOYPY AMITA PRI 1AV 17 WV 772pR NANWD IRDN

MDY BT T3 DI XX 113 2R YW TN NN K, POMT AW 1m0Y
oy A1 DI YW §ITE cDmITp Y33 v2%n PER 133 7708 (YT DI 1A
11 NOATR AMPWIA Oy *1Ta NYYORw N2 WMDY amwia PR mnaT? e
Lw AYVIIR ORWN 07 2°7.HRIW° DY AITYINA NPT 1713 YW THvn anv ptivr
93537 723,130 NOYRY TN YR DYY IRYRY AWK MT2NA %10 MY
DD .MM DPNY NITIOY YY M1 PV D PP YW AT 7Y RY WERY N
an1b DIPR W WPAR Y7087 DIpRa “IXIDY NN DR vp1 28 (11270) 3 T
209 333w 711,009 MIXIDY [N NI

Enoch teaches his sons so that they might not insult the face of any person,
small or great:

“The LORD with his own two hands created mankind; in a facsimile of his
own face, both small and great, the LORD created [them].

And whoever insults a person’s face, insults the face of a king, and {reats the
face of the LORD with repugnance.

He who treats with contempt the face of any person treats the face of the
LORD with contempt.
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that this idea of Jacob’s miraculous appearance should come to be attached to the name of
Jacob in the first half of the verse (as it was in the Jerusalem Talmud, Genesis Rabba, and
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‘head’ to a human head [...] could lead directly to the notion that some sort of bust, an
. .’igonin, of Jacob existed on high”
“[...] its basic meaning of ‘portrait’ or ‘bust’ is preserved in : (MW7 *NOOYT) 119 ‘DY DY 235
a number of rabbinic usages, including, prominently, the ‘igonin shel 'abiv (‘His Father’s
Countenance’) motif studied above, where ‘igonin was generated, as we have seen, by the
_biblical phrase ‘the stone of Israel’ (hence, stone figure, bust)”
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the word ‘window® here (salon) should be emended to ‘dream’ (salom); this is the reading
to be found in Midrash Sekhel Tob, ad loc. and in Aggadot ha-Talmud”
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[...] God impressed this figure also on the soul, after the fashion of an
approved coin [...] For, as God is himself the model of that image which he
has now called a shadow, so also that image is the model of other things, as he
showed when he commenced giving the law to the Israelites, and said, “And
God made man according to the image of God” as the image was modelled

according to God, and as man was modelled according to the image, which

thus received the power and character of the model.?”’
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On which account God also calls Bezaleel by name, and says that “He will give him
wisdom and knowledge, and that He will make him the builder and the architect of all the
things which are in his Tabernacle;” that is to say, of all the works of the soul, when he
had up to this time done no work which any one could praise — we must say, therefore,
“that God impressed this figure also on the soul, after the fashion of an approved coin.
And we shall know what the impression is if we previously examine the interpretation of
the name. Now, Bezaleel, being interpreted, means God in his shadow. But the shadow
of God is his word, which he used like an instrument when he was making the world.
And this shadow, and, as it were, model, is the archetype of other things. For, as God is
himself the model of that image which he has now called a shadow, so also that image
is the model of other things, as he showed when he commenced giving the law to the
Israelites, and said, “And God made man according to the image of God.” as the image
was modelled according to God, and as man was modelled according to the image, which
thus received the power and character of the model.
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