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The understanding of this term has been confused because people have objected to
take this word "to bless" referring from man to God, in the same meaning as it
has when used from God to man. It has been taken to be adjectival like ©n, YN, so
that, like these, it designates the active source, the holder of blessing as of pity and
grace. But that does not get us much further, we are constantly called upon N 7935,
n and the feeling of the greatest enthusiasm and inspiration declares that it is NN 79210
'n. If the man is active in blessing God, then God must be blessed in a passive
sense, He must be receiving blessing from man, one can not get away from it. And
why should one have to try and get away from it? At the moment that God made the
fulfillment of His will on earth dependent on the free decision of Man, He said to
them 3943, bless Me, further My purposes, fulfil My wishes, realize My will, bless
My work, the achievement of which on earth I have laid in your hands.
(Commentary by Hirsch)
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Then God was brought to an alteration of His decision, that He had made Man on the
earth, and He grieved at His heart. (Translation by S.R. Hirsch)

Regarding this and similar anthropomorphic expressions of God, we would like to
make a general remark. For so long people have philosophied all round these
expressions to remove the danger of the slightest thought of any materiality or
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corporality of God that at the end one runs very nearly into the danger of losing all idea
of the personality of God. Had that been the purpose of the Torah, those kind of
expressions could easily have been avoided. But this last danger is greater than the first.
The two anthropomorphic expressions here save the two essential conceptions: the
freedom, the free-will of God, and that of Man. Not for nothing does it say, "when God
saw etc.". The wickedness of Man was not a matter of necessity. God had to see it
before He knew it. This expression gives us the guarantee of human free-will. And the
fate that overtook mankind was not the result of physical causes which followed set
laws, it was preceded by an examination by God and His decision; the decision itself
pained the Decider. All this presupposes the personality and free-will of God and keeps
this clear in our minds. The 77ax7 already, one of the most Jewish of our thinkers, is of
the opinion that such consciousness of the personality of God is of much greater
importance than speculating about it, as to whether this or that can be asserted of God.
(Commentary by S.R. Hirsch)
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